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ABSTRACT
Africa’s agrifood systems are undergoing profound changes, driven by the effects of climate change, a 
fast-growing, youthful, and urbanizing population, and evolving food demand. In response, African leaders 
adopted the Kampala CAADP Declaration in January 2025 to accelerate efforts to transform Africa’s agrifood 
systems. To be successful, the transformation requires inclusive approaches that center youth as leaders 
and innovators and leverage Africa’s rich local expertise to foster sustainable agrifood systems. Youth-led 
innovations are making significant contributions to enhancing agrifood systems and include technological 
solutions, sustainable agricultural practices, and community-driven initiatives. African centers of excellence 
offer critical technical skills and deep contextual understanding essential for an evidence-based and locally 
relevant transformation. They were part of the teams that supported the work of 13 Technical Working Groups 
that provided analysis to help define strategic priorities for the next decade of CAADP, outlined in the Kampala 
CAADP Strategy and Action Plan for 2026–2035. As countries move to implement the Kampala Declaration, 
this side event will convene diverse stakeholders to identify concrete pathways for harnessing local expertise 
and youth-led initiatives to support a successful CAADP implementation and drive an inclusive agrifood system 
transformation.

SIDE EVENT OBJECTIVES
This side event will provide a platform to:

1.	 Raise awareness on the key tenets of the Kampala CAADP Declaration and the Strategy and Action 
Plan, including technical support required to align country and regional plans with the Kampala CAADP 
Declaration;

2.	 Explore strategies for effectively leveraging local expertise from African research organizations and 
centers of excellence to support the Kampala CAADP vision;

3.	 Identify pathways, including policy options for harnessing Africa’s youth-led initiatives and youth as 
agents of change in the CAADP implementation process and agrifood system transformation; and

4.	 Discuss approaches for effective collaboration among youth and local experts in support of the Kam-
pala CAADP implementation process.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES
1.	 Shared understanding of the Kampala CAADP vision, including the technical support required to 

align national and regional plans;

2.	 Concrete strategies are identified for leveraging African centers of excellence to effectively support 
the Kampala CAADP vision; 

3.	 Articulated pathways and policy options for harnessing Africa’s youth as leaders and innovators in 
the CAADP implementation process and agrifood system transformation; and

4.	 Clear and practical approaches for fostering collaboration to support the implementation of the 
Kampala CAADP Declaration and to drive inclusive and sustainable agrifood system transformation in 
Africa.

https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/44705-doc-OSC68108_E_Original_CAADP_Stratedy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/44705-doc-OSC68108_E_Original_CAADP_Stratedy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/44699-doc-OSC68072_E_Original_CAADP_Declaration.pdf


EVENT PROGRAM
Time Agenda Speakers

MC: Ms. Tsitsi Makombe, Director, External Relations, AKADEMIYA2063

 15:00-15:04 Welcome and Introduction Ms. Tsitsi Makombe, Director, External Relations, 
AKADEMIYA2063

   15:04-15:12 Keynote Address

The Kampala CAADP Agenda: What is required 
for Ensuring Inclusive Agrifood System 
Transformation

H.E. Mrs. Nardos Bekele-Thomas, CEO, African 
Union Development Agency-NEPAD  
(AUDA-NEPAD) TBC

15:12-15:32 Fireside Chat 

Moderator: Dr. Debisi Araba, Visiting Research 
Fellow, Imperial College London

Leveraging Local Expertise for a Successful 
Kampala CAADP Implementation and Ensuring an 
Inclusive Agrifood System Transformation

	� H.E. Mr. Moses Vilakati, Commissioner, 
Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Blue Economy, and 
Sustainable Environment,  African Union 
Commission (AUC-DARBE) 

	� Prof. Obert Jiri, Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Lands, Agriculture, Fisheries, 

Water, and Rural Development, The 
Republic of Zimbabwe

	� Hon. Dr. Dora Siliya, Project Promoter, 
Greenville Agro Park Development Company; 
Former Government Minister, Republic of 
Zambia

	� Dr. Ismahane Elouafi, Executive Managing 
Director, CGIAR 

15:32-15:47 Panel Discussion

Moderator: Dr. Debisi Araba, Visiting Research 
Fellow, Imperial College London

Leveraging Youth-led Initiatives for a Successful  
Kampala CAADP Implementation

	� Ms. Mwaka Namukonda, Executive 
Coordinator, Consortium of African Youth 
in Agriculture and Climate Change; UNFSS 
Youth Champion

	� Mr. Tadeo Ajuna, Program Coordinator and 
Co-country Representative for Uganda, 
Young Professionals for Agricultural 
Development (YPARD)

	� Ms. Nana Amoah, Director, Gender, Youth 
and Inclusiveness, AGRA

15:47-15:55 Audience Q&A  All

15:55-16:00 Closing Remarks H.E. Ambassador Paul Gulleik Larsen, Special 
Envoy for Climate and Food Initiatives, the 
Kingdom of Norway



INQUIRIES
AKADEMIYA2063
	� Ms. Tsitsi Makombe, Director, External Relations: tmakombe@akademiya2063.org

African Union Commission, Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Blue Economy,  
and Sustainable Environment (AUC-DARBE)
	� Ms. Panduleni Elago, CAADP Senior Advisor: ElagoP@africa-union.org

African Union Development Agency-NEPAD (AUDA-NEPAD)
	� Dr. Rudo Makunike, Principal Programme Officer: rudom@auda-nepad.org

Consortium of African Youth in Agriculture and Climate Change (CAYACC)
	� Ms. Mwaka Namukonda, Executive Coordinator, CAYACC; UNFSS Youth Champion:  

mnynamukonda@gmail.com
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