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BACKGROUND
This side event will serve as a platform to showcase and accelerate youth-led transformation in Africa’s 
agrifood systems. Building on insights from the 2024 YOUTH AHEAD report by the Malabo Montpellier 
Panel, it will highlight innovative policy recommendations and real-world successes that have 
empowered young Africans across agrifood value chains. The event will spotlight proven models like the 
AGRODEP Modeling Consortium and the Regional Scholarship and Innovation Fund of the Partnership 
for Skills in Applied Sciences, Engineering and Technology, which equip youth with cutting-edge skills 
in research, innovation, and policy analysis. The event brings together youth innovators, policymakers, 
and development partners to co-create actionable strategies for scaling youth engagement. It aims 
to catalyze investment in education, entrepreneurship, and digital infrastructure, while promoting 
inclusive policy processes that position youth as key policy planners, decision-makers, and investors. 
Ultimately, the event will deliver a roadmap to unlock the full potential of Africa’s youth for a resilient, 
tech-driven, and inclusive agrifood system.

https://www.mamopanel.org/resources/youth-agrifood-systems/
https://agrodep.org/
https://www.rsif-paset.org/


AGENDA
	� MC – Katrin Glatzel, Director of Global Strategy and Programs, AKADEMIYA2063

Welcome/introductions Katrin Glatzel, Director of Global Strategy and 
Programs, AKADEMIYA2063

Setting the Scene: Policy Innovations to 
Create Opportunities for Young People  
in Africa’s Agrifood Systems

Dorothy Okello, Dean, School of Engineering, 
Makerere University; Member, Africa Food 
Prize Committee; Member, Malabo Montpellier 
Panel 

Fireside chat I (10 mins)

	� Augustin Wambo Yamdjeu, Director of 
Knowledge Systems and AGRODEP coordinator, 
AKADEMIYA2063

	� Uzoamaka Joe-Nkamuke, Senior Agribusiness 
Officer, Agriculture & Agro-Industry Department, 
AfDB

Fireside chat II (10 mins)

	� Rose Omari, Principal Research Scientist and 
Deputy Director, Science, Technology and Policy 
Research Institute/CSIR, Ghana 

	� Proscovia Alando, Founder, Samaky Hub, and 
Fellow, African Food Fellowship  

Moderator – Julius Ecuru, Principal 
Scientist and Manager, Research Innovation 
Coordination Units, icipe 

Audience Q&A 

Invited Reflections

	� Mwaka Namukonda, Executive Coordinator CAYACC, Zambia; UNFSS+4 Youth Champion

	� Faridah Nalunkuuma, Program Manager, Agribusiness, African Leadership Academy (ALA)

	� Amb. Muhammadou Kah, Ambassador of the Gambia to Switzerland and Geneva-based international 
organizations; Member, Malabo Montpellier Panel - TBC

	� Aminata Sall Diallo, Cheikh Anta Diop University and Chair, PASET Executive Board

Closing remarks Abdou Tenkouano,  
Director General, icipe




