
This event explores how to connect 
the fragmented innovation pipeline 
supporting smallholder farmers in 
Africa.

Conventional research and 
development (R&D) often neglects 
smallholder priorities and needs if 
the risk is too high or the road to 
commercialization too uncertain. 
Agricultural innovation needs 
to look beyond traditional linear 
approaches to R&D, in particular 
by highlighting the importance 
of demand-based approaches, 
trust building and diverse partner 
networks.

Meanwhile, the scale of the 
investment gap remains 
significant. The USD 60 billion 
invested in agricultural innovation 
in developing countries each year 
falls short of what is required to 
meet the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and address the 
climate crisis. Productivity and 
resource efficiency goals must be 
coupled with both environmental 
and social aims.

A new approach to innovation is 
possible – using new, better and 
more joined-up models for funding, 
evidence generation, collaboration 
and delivery to improve smallholder 
livelihoods and the communities 
they feed.

Speakers:

OPENING REMARKS

Clay Hamilton 
Associate Administrator, United States Department of 
Agriculture Foreign Agricultural Service

 MODERATOR

James Munyaneza 
Managing Editor of The New Times (Rwanda)

PANEL

Joe Cornelius 
CEO, Bill & Melinda Gates 
Agricultural Innovations  
(Gates Ag One)

Adipala  
Ekwamu
Executive Secretary, 
RUFORUM

Katrin Glatzel
Director of Policy 
Innovation, 
AKADEMIYA2063 & 
Program Director of the 
Malabo Montpellier Panel

Elizabeth 
Nsimadala
President, Eastern Africa 
Farmers Federation 
(EAFF) and Board 
member, World Farmers’ 
Organisation (WFO)

Josephine Okot
Founder and managing 
director of Victoria 
Seeds, Ltd. & Vice Chair, 
International Fertilizer 
Development Center 
(IFDC)

CLOSING REMARKS

Sara Mbago-Bhunu
Regional Director, East and Southern Africa Division, 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
and Commissioner, Commission of Sustainable Agriculture 
Intensification (CoSAI)

Fixing the Fragmented Innovation  
Pipeline for African Smallholders:  
Linking Investment, Research, Policy  
and Delivery Priorities for Impact

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2022
16:00, Coffee provided 15:30-16:00 

Kigali Convention Centre, Room MH1
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